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50 Years of Surveying

In recent years various acaderic institutions
have scranbled o delete the words Surveyor
or suneying fromthe courses on offer. The
comment applies o the universities and to the
various TAFE institutions, most of which have
adopted the word Spetial or Georretics in the
nonrinated formrer surveying courses.  As an
exanple the definition of one of the denments
of the TAFE SIS Certificate Il and Certificate IV
courseis “Collect Spatial Data”. Thisisindeeda
long handled way of saying Surveying!

Many of nny contenporaries and | took up the
challenge of surveying through association
with Suveyors or dediding it wes a calling which
needed brains and brawn. Those of ny vintage
qualified as a Land Surveyor by presenting to
the fomrer Surveyors Board exanrinations after
being artided to a Licensed Surveyor. It should
be noted that:the then Surveyors Board tried to priesent a broad understanding
of the many facets of surveying, although the aimof the topics wes to produce
a Cadastral surveyor.

During the early post VW2 years there were no ather Surveying qualifications
available fromacaderricinstitutions. | wes firstinterestedinsurveying during
nmy young years as a Cub and Scout. The Scout Leader of my troop wes a
Surveyor. He joined the armmy and wes one who never retumed. | adhrired
“Wogie”Srrith and wes enthralled with his tales of surnveying activities. | later
becanre involved with my Scout group in setting out the ) anrboree canrpsite
at Wonga Park, Ringwood.

National Senvice followed in the early 1950's and | wes fortunate enough to
‘do’ my tire inthe R A Survey C.MF. and ZTopo Swy Co.

Entering enployment and artidles in 1954, | wes fortunate in being assigned
to a menellowsly patient and understanding en, Syd Saunders. There

will be some of you who remenrber Syd as
a formrer ISV President. | also worked with
Graham Knuckey and Gordon Knuckey,
both conrpetent surnveyors. Syd Saunders wes
an ex Survey Corps Surveyor from VW2 and
he told sorre sad and lots of hurrorous stories
ofthe amy.

In 2Topo Svy Co. an annual canp was
held in which a 1:63360 or a 1:31680 nep
wes produced from aerial photographs and
ground suney rrethods.  The unit consisted
of three groups - Suneyors, Draughtsnen
and Printers.

The Draughtsmen and Printers acted as
chainenforthe early part of the canpand the
Sunveyors acted as assistants or “gofors"to the
Draughisnen and Printers in the later tines of
the canps.  This meant that all menmbers of 2Topo Svy Co had a good working
understanding of the then conrplete nep neking process.

Can the sarre be said of modemn Spatial or Georratics students?

The Board Exanrinations, held in the Engineering Departrent, University
of Melboume, were a great sodial occasion for artided pupils from country
Vicoria. There were many pupils who et there each six nontths at the sanre
exanination subject!

To retum o nry iniial therme, most of the artided pupls strugdled through the
Board Exarrinations and becanre Licensed Surveyors and were letloose onthe
unsuspeding pubic. However, inthe saneway as leamer drivers inprove, those
thenrecently quilified surveyors branched outinto all the facets of surveyingand
becane experienced and competent practiioners in rany fields.
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