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Aubrey Houghton wasbornon17 Junel923onasoldiersettlement
allotment in Pound Round, Warrandyte and attended Warrandyte State
Schoolbeforereceivinghis secondaryeducatiorat University High
School. At agel6 hejoinedthe ForestCommissiorof Victoriaasa
draughtsmalongsideJim Love andoneyearlater, wasarticledto
Roy Camm to becomealicensedsurveyor At agel9,andjustone
month after beingmarried, he enlistedin the AustralianAir Force.
He wassentto Canaddo receivetraining in long rangenavigation
beforebeingpostedo Gibraltarto navigateCatalinaflying boatsfor
theRoyalAir Forcein boththeMediterraneamndtheNorthAtlantic
seas on convoy escorts and anti-submarine patrol.

After Aub® demobilisationfrom the Air Force, he returnedto the
Forest Commission and attained his Licence and Certificate of
Competency in September 1947, just over 60 yearsago. Theoccasion
of theawardingof hislicencein theOfficeof theSurveyorGeneraht
1 TreasuryPlace wasa Olowkey affair®.Aub®licenceis signedby
Mr Oscar Pearson (SurveyorGeneral) Mr Jim Thornton-Smith
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(founderof the Schoolof Surveyingandlater Professoat Melbourne
University) andMr Frank Arter (who waslaterto becomeSurveyor
General oWVictoria).

With the exceptionof discussionsvith the Secretaryof the Surveyors
Board from timeto time with respect to articlesfor his subsequent pupils,
Aub hadno further contactwith the Boardfor another50 yearson the
occasion of higirst audit!

Aub continuedwith the ForestCommissionfor anotherl?7 yearsand
enjoyedtheexperiencesharedn thefieldwith thelikes of Rex Downes
(later Lands Department Divisional Surveyor) and Don Grant (later
Professor and Survey@eneral of both SAnd NSW).

In 1964, Aub | eft the Forest Commission to becomealecturer in surveying
atthe RMIT andwasreacquaintedvith his former ForestCommission
colleagueMr Jim Love. He foundthis role in the ObigsmokeQo be
challengingoutrewardingandduringthis time, completecanAssociate
Diplomaof Civil EngineeringanAssociateDiplomaof Cartography
and a Fellowship Diploma of Surveying. All of these he simply
describesasOletters@ndin his opinion, the only true qualifications
he hasreceivedarehis Certificateof Competencyandof course his
Licence. Ultimately, the desireto be a surveyorandnot a teacher
gotthebetterof him andin 1968,heresignedrom RMIT to further

Aub is oneof nature€gentlemenwith a profoundsenseof therole
and value of alicensed surveyor within the community, but heregards
navigationashis GirstloveO He seessignificantsimilaritiesbetween
aircraft navigation and surveying and differentiatesthem by describing
surveyingasbeingOdonat a slowerpacebut with increasedevels
of accuracyO.

TheBoardcongratulatedubrey Russell Houghton on his personal
contribution to surveying in Victoria and presents him with this
Certificate of Achievement in attaining60 yearsof registrationand
continuous practice as a Licensed Surveyfiatoria.
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develop his own practice in Noble Park which continues to this day



