THE INSTITUTION OF SURVEYORS VICTORIA 2011 REGIONAL
CONFERENCE, Friday 1 April 2011

SPEECH NOTES:

Thank you Scott.

| would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which
we are meeting. | pay my respects to their Elders and to Elders from
other communities who may be here today.

Welcome VIPs

Councillor Michael Polan, Deputy Mayor Greater Shepparton City
Council.

Thank you for the invitation to address your regional conference.

As Minister for Local Government and Aboriginal Affairs | know just how
broad and deep your influence is.

INTRODUCTION

Surveying has a long and rich history in Victoria, dating back to the 1803
survey of Port Phillip by Charles Grimes.

Robert Hoddle, who created the city grid of Melbourne's long, wide
streets was appointed the state’s first Surveyor-General in 1837.

Today, the Surveyor-General Victoria provides a range of services not
only to government, but to the surveying industry and the general public.

The Surveyor-General manages contracts to licensed surveyors for
major government projects such as Eastlink, the Royal Children’s
Hospital redevelopment and Victoria’s alpine resorts to name just a few.
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Fortunately, the tools of your trade have come a long way from the steel
measuring tapes and the Gunter's chains that were made up of links of
various lengths.

Surveyors play an important role in the lives of Victorians: from
determining the boundaries between Victoria and our neighbouring
states, to helping to re-define the ‘lost’ boundaries on the ground,
following the 2009 Bushfires.

Your participation at this year's conference is a measure of your
commitment to the sector.

NEW GOVERNMENT, NEW OPPORTUNITIES - REGIONAL
GROWTH FUND

| think the start of a new government is always an opportunity to open up
new dialogues.

As a member of the new Coalition government, | am taking the
opportunity to meet with as many professional groups as possible to
understand your current plans and issues. | have a strong regional focus,
indeed a passion for regional Victoria and welcome your views on how
the government is performing.

I should also take the opportunity to talk a little about some of the current
government initiatives which may be of interest to your profession.

In March the Deputy Premier, Peter Ryan, introduced the Rural Growth
Fund Act into parliament.

The Regional Growth Fund is the Coalition’s $1 billion commitment to
drive regional development in Victoria.
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Regional Victorians will enjoy greater prosperity, more opportunities and
better quality of life through projects supported by this fund.

The Regional Growth Fund will:
° provide better infrastructure, facilities and services;
o strengthen the economic and social base of communities;

o create jobs and improve career opportunities for regional
Victorians; and

° support local project development and planning.

60 per cent of the fund is devoted to the strategic aim of supporting
economic projects that provide better regional infrastructure, facilities

and services.

That includes a $100 million commitment to extend natural gas across
regional Victoria and the provision of infrastructure that facilitates jobs
growth and industry investment, building tourism and diversifying the
regional economy.

These projects provide flow on opportunities to your profession.

The government is also providing $160 million to 40 rural councils who
will be able to apply for up to $1 million from the Country Roads and
Bridges Fund each year over the next four years. The funding will ensure
that these roads and bridges continue to be important arterials for freight,
school buses, emergency vehicles and every day use by local families.
The funding will allow local councils to better budget over the next four
years and ensure regional roads and bridges are restored and
maintained.
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